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All-star faculty of trial attorneys,
judicial officers and mental health professionals!
21 Hours of MCLE/Specialization Credit
APPROVED FOR 2 TRIAL CREDITS BY THE CBLS

LIVE-STREAM WEBINAR • OCTOBER 2020
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FOCUS
Child custody cases often are the most complex matters in the family law world. Skilled lawyers must maintain their objectivity while zealously
representing their clients. And judges struggle to make decisions where the children often are the victim, the prize, and the ammunition.
Moreover, the social and psychological consequences for a reorganized family are profound.
The CFLR Trial Advocacy program is an intensive, three-day program that focuses on trial skills in child custody matters. This program will
help you build strategies and plan your presentation to gain the best outcome for your client. Each day will focus on a specific hypothetical that
will anchor the panel presentations. Each panel, consisting of a judge, an attorney, and a mental health professional, will assist you in seeing
the case through the prism of three different perspectives.
Day 1 will guide you through the presentation of an RFO for an initial child custody order based on domestic violence, substance abuse, and
child neglect. Day 2 will focus on trial presentation where the court has ordered a child custody evaluation. It will cover the best strategies
regarding the scope and focus of the custody report, what steps to take depending on whether the report is favorable or unfavorable, and the
most effective way to present the testimony of an Evidence Code section 733 evaluator who either challenges or buttresses the report. Day 3
will focus on post-judgment modification of the custody order where the issues involve special needs children, relocation, or splitting siblings
between two households.
During the program, you will explore the best way to present your client’s story to the court, and you will have an opportunity to observe examples
of effective presentation and cross examination. THIS COURSE PROVIDES 2 (3-HOUR) TRIAL CREDITS – A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO
COMPLY WITH THE MANDATORY NUMBER OF CONTESTED TRIALS WHEN APPLYING FOR (OR RENEWING) YOUR CFLS APPLICATION.

HIGHLIGHTS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Developing a case strategy and plan
Assessing the likely outcome of a contested case
Using the right resources in presenting a child custody case
Drafting the initial RFO
The likely outcome of an ex parte application
Determining the best evidence for purposes of guiding
the court in making its custody determination
How to present and challenge domestic violence evidence
Dealing with issues of parental substance abuse
How to best prepare your client for a child custody evaluation
How to best present the child’s wishes and perspective
Integrating your presentation using applicable provisions of the
Code of Civil Procedure, the Evidence Code (including Sanchez
hearsay issues and Sargon expert testimony considerations),
and the Family Code, along with related case law

• How to present psychological testimony based on
the custody report itself, any challenges to the
report, and rebuttal
• How to present effective testimony about special
needs children
• Determining the legal standard for a relocation case
• What factors should guide the court in deciding
whether to permit relocation of a child
• How enforceability of the order in an interstate or
international case may influence the court’s decision

COURSE MATERIALS
The course materials include a copy of the complete set of slides and worksheets used by the panelists, plus other supplemental materials. Enrollees
in the live-stream webinar will be able to view (and download) course materials online during the program. Enrollees may purchase at special prices
TRG’s four-volume California Practice Guide: Family Law, written by Judge William P. Hogoboom (Ret.) and Justice Donald B. King (Ret.); the
two-volume California Practice Guide: Family Law FORMS; and the one-volume California Paralegal Manual: Family Law, written by Bimal K. Sambhi
and Douglas R. Parker.

21 HOURS MCLE/SPECIALIZATION CREDIT
Approval of MCLE credit for this activity has been granted by the State Bar of California in the amount of 21 hours, including 1 hour of Legal
Ethics. Approval of 21 hours of specialization credit in Family Law has been granted by the California Board of Legal Specialization (CBLS).
ADDITIONALLY, THIS COURSE HAS BEEN APPROVED FOR 2 (3-HOUR) TRIAL CREDITS BY THE CBLS.

To enroll or for more information, call 1-800-747-3161 (Ext. 2)

PROGRAM FACULTY
JUDGE THOMAS TRENT LEWIS (Ret.) (Program Director) is a neutral with Signature Resolution Services providing mediation, arbitrator, and privately
compensated judge pro tem services in family law. From 2016 until 2019, he was the Supervising Judge of the Los Angeles Superior Court Family Law
Division. Judge Lewis became a CFLS in 1985 and was inducted into AAML in 1987. He was inducted as a Fellow of the International Academy of Family
Law in 2016. He served on the Family Law and Juvenile Advisory Commission until 2014, and he is a past faculty member for the judicial training committee
for Family Law. He is a past president of the California Chapter of the Association of Family and Conciliation Courts. He is also a contributing author of The
Rutter Group’s California Practice Guide: Family Law and serves as Program Director for CFLR. In 2018, he was named Family Law Judge of the Year by the
Family Law Section of the California Lawyers Association and ACFLS awarded him their Hall of Fame Award, the highest award bestowed by them. In 2010,
he was awarded the Outstanding Jurist Award by AAML’s Southern California Chapter, and in 2014, he became the first emeritus member of the Association
of Certified Family Law Specialists. Among his many awards are the 2015 Los Angeles County Bar Association Family Law Section Spencer Brandeis Award,
the 2016 Southern California Inn of Courts Outstanding Jurist Award, and the 2017 San Fernando Valley Bar Association Stanley Mosk Legacy of Justice
Award. In 2018, he received the California Lawyer’s Association Family Law Judge of the Year Award. In 2018, he was awarded the Association of Family Law
Specialist (ACFLS) Hall of Fame Award, the highest honor bestowed by ACFLS.

LESLIE DROZD, M.D., is a psychologist who has conducted child custody/parenting plan evaluations, served as a forensic consultant, and worked as a
testifying and didactic expert for over 30 years. She has co-authored professional guidelines for conducting parenting plan evaluations and specifically for
those involving allegations of domestic violence. She has co-edited books, book chapters, and articles on domestic violence, treatment of trauma,
alienation, gatekeeping, step-up parenting plans, relocation, psychological testing, child sexual abuse, parenting coordination, and family therapy with
families with parent-child contact problems. Dr. Drozd has received the Association of Family and Conciliation Court's highest honor for distinguished
service and for the most outstanding peer-reviewed article. She serves on the American Psychological Association’s Ethics Committee.

SUZANNE DUPÉE, M.D., is a triple board-certified psychiatrist specializing in child & adolescent psychiatry and forensic psychiatry practicing in Manhattan
Beach. She has been on the Los Angeles Superior Court Child Custody Evaluators panel for 15 years and has conducted hundreds of child custody
evaluations, brief focused evaluations, and parenting plan assessments of family law litigants in high conflict divorce. As the only psychiatrist on the panel,
she is often court-appointed to conduct psychiatric evaluations of family law litigants who might have mental health diagnoses and/or addictions. She
treats children, adolescents, and adults in her psychiatric private practice. She recently authored two chapters on child abuse and children as witnesses in
the seminal forensic psychiatric textbook. She has presented family law colloquiums and conferences.

JUDGE SCOTT M. GORDON (Ret.) is a Neutral with Signature Resolution in Los Angeles. He served on the Los Angeles County Superior Court for
seventeen years. He presided over a long cause court in the Family Law Division and has served as the Supervising Judge of the Criminal Division and the
Assistant Supervising Judge of the Criminal Division. He has also served in the Family Law Division as the Assistant Supervising Judge and Supervising
Judge. In 2016, Judge Gordon was selected by the Chief Justice of California to serve as a member of the Judicial Council of California. He is served as a
voting member of the Judicial Council for three years. In 2017, the Chief Justice of California appointed him as a member of the Chief Justice’s special
working group on Bail and Pretrial Detention Reform. In January 2019, the State Department of the United States invited him to serve as a member of the
International Network of Hague Convention Judges.

ANNE C. KILEY, CFLS, has been practicing family law since 1990 and has been a Certified Family Law Specialist since 2000. She is a partner at Elkins Kalt
in Century City, where she heads their family law department. Her Martindale-Hubbell rating is "AV," and she has been recognized as a Southern California
Super Lawyer by the Los Angeles Times Magazine since 2005, as one of the Top 50 women attorneys in Southern California by the Los Angeles Times
Magazine since 2011; she has also been included in Best Lawyers in America since 2007. Ms. Kiley is a fellow of the American Academy of Matrimonial
Lawyers, and an adjunct professor of law at the University of Southern California Gould Law School, where she has taught Family Law since 2007. Ms. Kiley
is a frequent lecturer for CFLR/The Rutter Group and has made several presentations on family law issues for county bar organizations and other groups.

MARY ELIZABETH LUND, PH.D. is a custody evaluator and mediator in Santa Monica. She has been a long time member of the Family Law Executive
Committee of the L.A. County Bar, a Past President of the California Chapter of the Association of Family and Conciliation Courts, and a frequent trainer for
incoming Family Law judicial officers through California Center for Judicial Education (CJER). She has a Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology from UCLA, and
received a U.S. National Institute of Mental Health postdoctoral research grant to study effects of divorce on children at the Centre for Family Research,
University of Cambridge, England. She has co-taught mediation courses with noted authors Ken Cloke, J.D. and Forrest Mosten, J.D. Her articles include
original research and clinical articles on effects of divorce on children, parental alienation, divorced fathers, custody evaluations, and mediation.

STACI M. LAMBRIGHT, CFLS, is a Senior Associate at DeLacey, Riebel & Shindell LLP in San Francisco where she handles complex dissolution issues
including challenging/upholding prenuptial agreements, high asset property division, imputation for support, breach of fiduciary duty, domestic and
international child custody jurisdiction, and child abduction. She has provided technical assistance and training to a wide range of professionals – including
law enforcement, health care professionals, attorneys, and advocates – whose work directly impacts domestic violence survivors. She has been named a
Super Lawyer in Northern California (2020) in Northern California Super Lawyers magazine and as an outstanding young lawyer on the Northern California
Rising Stars list (2013). She has also been honored by the California Legislature, Chinese Consulate in San Francisco, San Francisco Bar Association, and
San Francisco Domestic Violence Consortium for her work on cases involving domestic violence, custody jurisdiction and high-conflict custody.

JUDGE AMY M. PELLMAN has dedicated her career to improving the lives of children and families. Judge Pellman joined the bench in 2005 as a
Commissioner and was appointed Judge in 2008. She has chosen to work primarily in Family law with a five-year hiatus in Children’s Court. She handles
all the surrogacy cases for Los Angeles and spearheaded the passing of the first local surrogacy rule in California. She has been recognized for her work in
surrogacy by being the only U.S. Judge invited to speak at the first International Surrogacy Forum in 2019. Judge Pellman has recently received a number
of awards for her work on behalf of children and families including Judge of the Year from the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, Judge of the Year
from Southwestern Law School, and the Outstanding Community Service Award from Levitt and Quinn Family Law Center. Judge Pellman is a featured
speaker at numerous conferences and has numerous publications. She has taught at Southwestern Law School and USC Gould School of Law for the past
15 years. Prior to joining the bench, Judge Pellman served as the Legal Director for the Alliance for Children’s Rights. Judge holds a B.A. from Mount
Holyoke College and J.D. from City University of New York Law School. She was admitted to the California and New York State Bars.
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TUITION

LIVE-STREAM WEBINAR

c

Early Bird Tuition (see Tuition Deadlines)

$ 1,595

View the live-stream program via CFLRonline.com.
Instructions will be provided to enrollees about how to
access the live-stream program.

c

Advance Tuition (see Tuition Deadlines)

$1,895

c

Last Chance Tuition

$2,495

c

DISCOUNT FOR 2020 FAMILY LAW REFRESHER COURSE
ATTENDEES: $100 off (previous attendance subject to verification)

g

CFLRonline.com
October 9, 10 & 11, 2020 (Fri. - Sun.)
Times: 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM (Each day)

Note: This program is produced in conjunction with the
California Family Law Report (CFLR). The TRG RUTTERPASS
is not accepted for this program.

TUITION DEADLINES
Enrollees are entitled to early enrollment discounts.
Your registration(s) will be considered Last Chance
Tuition unless received in our office by the deadline
dates listed below (NO EXCEPTIONS):

- ($100)

TOTAL

COURSE MATERIALS (live-stream webinar)
Your course materials will be viewable (and downloadable) online during the live-stream program.

Early Bird Tuition deadline: 8-26-2020
Advance Tuition deadline: 9-30-2020

SPECIAL OFFERS ON RUTTER GROUP PUBLICATIONS
50% OFF THE FOLLOWING PRINT TITLES FOR ENROLLEES
Call 1-800-747-3161 (Ext. 2) to order!

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Refunds: Tuition is 80% refundable up to 10 days
before the start of the program.

g California Practice Guide: Family Law
g California Practice Guide: Family Law FORMS
g California Paralegal Manual: Family Law

NAME

PHONE (

)

E-MAIL ADDRESS

STATE BAR NUMBER (REQUIRED FOR MCLE REPORTING)

FIRM

ADDRESS

SUITE

STATE

CITY
c Enclosed is my check for $
c Charge $

ZIP

payable to THE RUTTER GROUP.
on my c VISA c MASTERCARD c AMERICAN EXPRESS

CREDIT CARD #

EXP. DATE

SIGNATURE (required for all orders)

3 ways to enroll!
1) Call 1-800-747-3161 (Ext. 2)

2) Visit www.CFLR.com

TM

3) Mail or eFax (using your email) this order form

Mail to THE RUTTER GROUP: 800 Corporate Pointe • Suite 150 • Culver City, CA 90230
eFax: 15304638480@efaxds.com

